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It’s great to worship with you again this morning – fellowshipping with one another, and seeking God’s heart and God’s message for us for how God wants to bring the Gospel alive in us and then live out the Gospel through you and me in the world.  Reed, Mark, and Tim, thank you for leading us in worship through song.

This morning we’re beginning a study of the second book of The Old Testament – and it’s called EXODUS.  Today I’ll share with you an introduction to EXODUS.  Next Sunday we’ll focus on Easter – and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  And then on 15 April we’ll begin a verse-by-verse study of EXODUS, going through EXODUS 1:1-2:15.

If you want to know what the focus and the teaching will be on for any given Sunday during this year, the 2012 SUNDAY TEACHING SCHEDULE can be downloaded from the BIBLE TEACHING section of the 2nd Street website at www.2ndstreet.org … and then you can read the passage we’ll be studying together ahead of time and come to worship with a greater sense of expectancy.

The English translation of the Hebrew name of the second book of the Bible is Exodus, which literally means a going out … and that’s a good name for the book, because the first half of EXODUS deals with the nation of Israel literally going out of the land of Egypt.

We don’t have exact dates for when the events in EXODUS took place, but based on what we know from other portions of The Old Testament, and from other things happening in world history that are described in EXODUS, the timeframe when Israel was going out of the land of Egypt from slavery into freedom, was about 1,446 B.C. … and we know that between the end of GENESIS 50 and the beginning of EXODUS 1 there’s a time gap of about 40 years when some pretty amazing things happened … things we’ll look at more closely in two weeks.

EXODUS is a book about DELIVERANCE and REDEMPTION, and as we study our way through its forty chapters, we’ll see a people who were once slaves get set free.  And in THEIR STORY we’ll see OUR STORY of our lives before hearing about Jesus Christ, before responding to Jesus Christ and coming into relationship with Jesus Christ.  We’ll see our story of being in bondage, not in slavery in Egypt, but in slavery to sin.  And as we read and study this amazing story, we’ll see the birth of a nation, and what it takes for us to go through SPIRITUAL BIRTH, DELIVERANCE, and REDEMPTION … and to invite others to join us in this journey.

But before we can go forward, sometimes we need to look back a bit for some perspective.  GENESIS, the first book in The Old Testament, is the book that documents the creation of the heavens and the earth, and then the creation of the first people who would populate the earth.  But if you remember the story arc of the book of GENESIS, then you remember that it didn’t take too long before it started focusing specifically on one group of people who were living on the Earth, the Jews.

Abram, or Abraham, as he was later renamed by God, after believing in God, first showed up in the story in GENESIS 11.  And it wasn’t long before we see the good, the bad, and the ugly about Abraham, his wife Sarah, Sarah’s handmaiden, and the two sons Abraham had with these two women … Isaac was the son Abraham had with Sarah, and Ishmael was the son he had with Hagar.  Isaac was Abraham’s son the Jews came through … and Ishmael was Abraham’s son that the Arab’s and eventually the Muslims came through. 

And as you read through GENESIS we see chapters of faith, righteousness, and blessing in Abraham’s life, and we see chapters of unrighteousness, disobedience and failure.  Clearly, Abraham was far from perfect, but God sovereignly chose him and his descendants, the Jews, to make a covenant with and to bless.

In GENESIS 12, God promised Abraham the land of Canaan, which is what we now call Israel.  God also promised to make Abraham a great nation – blessing the people and the countries that blessed them, and cursing the people and the countries that cursed them.  In GENESIS 15:13-16, God told Abraham something that predicted what would happen before this promise of inhabiting the land of Canaan came true … 

GENESIS 15:13-14 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 God said to Abram, “Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years.
14 “But I will also judge the nation whom they will serve, and afterward they will come out with many possessions.

Then after prophesying to Abraham about the 400 years that the Jews would eventually be enslaved in Egypt, God made a covenant with Abraham, sealing the deal.  Later, when Isaac was born to Abraham and Sarah, God repeated these promises to him.  Then when Isaac had two sons of his own, Jacob and Esau, Jacob was the one God chose to bear the descendants that would inherit this promise, and God renamed Jacob Israel.

Jacob, or Israel had twelve sons, but his favorite son was named Joseph, and it didn’t take long before Joseph’s other brothers became jealous.  In GENESIS 37, Joseph’s older brothers captured him, and sold him to Midianite slave traders, who lived in what is now NW Saudi Arabia … and then the Midianite slave traders took Joseph to Egypt and re-sold him.  Man, I thought that I didn’t get along with my brothers!  Yikes.  And then the plot really thickened … Note to self:  DON’T PLAY FAVORITES WITH YOUR KIDS … OR WITH ANYONE AS FAR AS THAT GOES.  Treat everyone the way Jesus does … with grace, with mercy, with compassion, and with boundaries.

After living in Egypt for a while, and serving in the house of a man named Potiphar, Joseph was falsely accused, by Potiphar’s wife, of attempted rape.  Joseph was sent to prison, and while he was incarcerated, God gave helped him interpret some dreams of his fellow prisoners.  Eventually word of Joseph’s spiritual ability to interpret dreams worked its way back to Pharaoh, who’d been having some pretty troubling dreams of his own.

So Joseph was brought to Pharaoh and asked to interpret his dreams … which he did … and he said … “Pharaoh, your dreams are a warning that you’ll have seven good years to grow food, followed by seven years of famine.”  So based on the dreams Pharaoh had been having, Joseph told him he needed to store loads of food during the next seven years to provide for the famine that would come during the following seven years.  Pharaoh followed Joseph’s instruction – and Pharaoh was so impressed with how accurate Joseph’s interpretation was that he made him second in command of all of Egypt.  Nice upgrade, from being in jail for a rape he didn’t commit.  Convict to Prime Minister of the most powerful nation on earth.

Nine years later, during the famine Joseph had predicted, Joseph’s brothers came to Egypt looking for food to buy.  Remember that these brothers were the twelve tribes that made up the national of Israel … the fourth generation of Jews after Abraham, then Isaac, and then Jacob.  And who do you think they bumped into?  Joseph.

Joseph recognized his brothers, but they didn’t recognize him.  After anonymously testing their hearts, Joseph forgave them for the evil they’d done by selling him into slavery, and telling their father that he was dead, and Joseph said in GENESIS 45:13, “bring my father Israel and all your families here to Egypt to live.”  An amazing act of reconciliation, redemption, and forgiveness.  Joseph couldn’t have done this without God being at the center of his heart, his mind, and his life.

And that’s where the first book of The Old Testament, GENESIS, ends, and where the second book of The Old Testament, EXODUS, begins.  There are five main sections in EXODUS, and in each of them we see many things about God, about others, about ourselves, and about our spiritual condition …

SECTION 1 … EXODUS 1-6 / OUR NEED FOR REDEMPTION
			
The Israelites were enslaved in Egypt.  You and I are broken, our lives are a mess, and we need to be bought back and be made right with God … and the word used for this throughout God’s Word is REDEEM … we need to be REDEEMED … we need a REDEEMER.  We’re enslaved, captured, and given over to sin and to the choices we’re led to by our SIN NATURE while living in a fallen, sinful world

Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias, in his book Can We Live Without God? tells a story that really illustrates our sinfulness, our need for a REDEMPTION, and our need to wake up to the reality of what sin is and it’s effect on our lives when we embrace it rather than embracing God.

ILLUSTRATION … Malcolm Muggeridge was a 20th-Century British journalist, author, and media personality.  During WW II Muggeridge was a spy, and was credited in the 1970s with popularizing Mother Teresa and the work she and her Sisters of Charity did in India.

Working as a journalist in India, one evening Muggeridge left his home to go to a nearby river for a swim.  As he got into the water, across the river he saw an Indian woman from the nearby village who had come to take a bath.  Muggeridge impulsively felt the allurement of the moment, and temptation stormed into his mind.

Malcolm had lived with this kind of struggle for years but had fought it off in honor of his commitment to his wife, Kitty.  But on this occasion he wondered if he could cross the line of marital fidelity.  He struggled just for a few moments and then swam furiously toward the woman, literally trying to outdistance his conscience.

He swam faster as his mind deceptively fed him the fantasy that “stolen waters” would be sweet.  Finally he was just a few feet away from the woman, and as he emerged from the water, any emotion that may have gripped him paled into insignificance when compared with the devastation that shattered him as he looked upon her.

“She was a leper, and she flashed me her toothless grin” Muggeridge wrote.  The experience left Malcolm trembling and muttering under his breath, “What a dirty lecherous woman!”  But as he swam back across the river the rude shock of his circumstances dawned upon him — that it was not the woman who was lecherous; but that it was his own heart.

And you and I can relate to Malcolm’s words, not because they parallel exactly any experience we may have had swimming in a river in India and being tempted to commit adultery, but because we are all human – and we all struggle with sin – and because we’re all in need of a REDEEMER.  The Israelites realized this when God sent them Moses.  And while it’s great that you and I have the story of Moses as a symbolic REDEEMER, it’s even better that we have Jesus Christ as our actual, once-and-for-all, forever REDEEMER … “the lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.” (JOHN 1:29).

SECTION 2 … EXODUS 7-11 / OUR REDEEMER AND GOD’S POWER

Gang, God is always trying to get our attention, and to get us to turn to Him as our REDEEMER.  Through the story of Moses, the Pharaoh, and the plagues that came onto Egypt, God shows us that He has the power to meet us where we’ve at, and yet He loves us enough to not want to let us stay that way.  AND as we study the history of the world, and as we read and study the stories in God’s Word, and as we look at our lives and our stories, we see that God is much more patient, kind, merciful, and longsuffering toward us, than we are toward Him.

AND LISTEN TO ME … we either learn to pay attention to the ways God tries to get our attention and then focus our hearts and minds to stay in step with Him, OR we stay disconnected from God, with our hearts, with our minds, with our actions, and with our priorities.  It’s our choice about how we want to live.

SECTION 3 … EXODUS 12-18 / OUR REDEEMER AND GOD’S CHARACTER

Maybe you remember the story from this part of EXODUS, where the judgment of God PASSED OVER the Israelites in Egypt who put the blood of an innocent lamb over their doorframes.  God character demands that sin must be punished … and that’s why, 2,000 years ago, God sent us His Son, Jesus Christ, as our REDEEMER, and it’s His death on the cross that sets us free from God’s judgment on our sin, and makes a restored relationship and fellowship with God possible.

We’re beginning the most holy week of the year – as we celebrate the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  This Friday night we’ll gather at Mt. View Middle School at 7:00 p.m. to remember Jesus Christ’s death on the cross – the night when all of history was divided into two parts as Jesus Christ met the demand of God’s character that sin must be punished, and paid the price for our sins with His blood.  I hope that you can join one another for this GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE.

Then one week from today is Easter – and we’ll gather here to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  I want to invite you to invite a friend or a family member who has yet to know Jesus Christ to our GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE on Friday night … and then invite a friend or a family member who has yet to know Jesus Christ to worship with you on Easter Sunday.

SECTION 4 … EXODUS 19-24 / OUR RESPONSE TO REDEMPTION
				
God has a right to expect that when we come into relationship with Him, that we’re serious about making some changes in how we think, in how we talk, in how we act, and in how we decide on and live out the priorities of our lives.  And I see our FIRST FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 1

Acceptance of God absolutely involves you and me learning to live lives of surrender in obedience to God.

Coming into a relationship with God and expecting that we can keep ruling our lives is blasphemy.  Maturity followers of Jesus Christ find great joy in surrendering to God.

ILLUSTRATION … When I became a follower of Jesus Christ in 1978, one of the Christian authors I couldn’t get enough of was a man named Bruce Larson, who was then, the pastor of the strongly Christ-centered Presbyterian church, University Presbyterian Church in Seattle, WA.

Bruce Larson, and another one of my favorite pastor-teacher, authors, Earl Palmer, both pastored this same church, in the 1970s through the 1990s.  In Bruce Larson’s 1982 book Believe And Belong, he tells how he helped people struggling to surrender their lives to Jesus Christ …
“For many years I worked in New York City and counseled at my office any number of people who were wrestling with this yes-or-no decision.  Often I would suggest they walk with me from my office down to the RCA Building on Fifth Avenue.  In the entrance of that building is a gigantic statue of Atlas, a beautifully-proportioned man who, with all his muscles straining, is holding the world upon his shoulders.

There he is, the most powerfully built man in the world, and he can barely stand up under this burden. ‘Now that’s one way to live,’ I would point out to whoever was with me, ‘trying to carry the world on your shoulders.  But now come across the street with me.’

“On the other side of Fifth Avenue is Saint Patrick’s Cathedral, and there behind the high altar is a little shrine of the boy Jesus, perhaps eight or nine years old, and with no effort He is holding the world in one hand.  My point was illustrated graphically.  “We all have a choice.  We can carry the world on our shoulders, or we can say, ‘I give up, Lord; here’s my life.  I give You my world, the whole world.’

SECTION 5 … EXODUS 25-40 / OUR FAILURES AS THE REDEEMED

None of us is perfect.  Not you.  And certainly not me.  And yet God meets us in our brokenness, and in our frailty, and never gives up on us.  And it’s our hearts that God focuses on … seeing our commitment to live our lives patterned after Him … and yet when God sees our disobedience to Him, even after we come into relationship with Him – He doesn’t turn His back on us, and He doesn’t stop loving us.  It’s just that sometimes God loves us with a love that is happy, and sometimes God loves us with a love that is sad.

And friends, it’s this kind of love from God toward us that compels us, as His followers, to keep on keeping on with Him, and to not give up on our commitment to follow Him, even when we go through dark nights of the soul, even when we struggle to keep our eyes on Him when the circumstances of our lives seem overwhelming, and even when we feel more broken than whole.

It’s been said that EXODUS IS A PICTURE BOOK OF SORTS … and that every principle of instruction found in The New Testament can be seen, and studied by way of picture or symbol in EXODUS.  You can’t deeply study The New Testament books of ROMANS, GALATIANS, EPHESIANS, or HEBREWS, and not be nearly continuously turning back to The Old Testament book of EXODUS.

A MODEL or a TYPE  is a representation for a particular purpose.  Throughout God’s Word there are MODELS, TYPES are introduced for the specific purpose of TEACHING US SOMETHING BROADER.  MODELS and TYPES are the foundation of many other kinds of writing, like Aesop’s Fables.  For instance, the story The Tortoise And The Hare isn’t just about a footrace between a rabbit and a turtle … at a deeper level, it’s a story about steadiness and not giving up, it’s about flourishing in our areas of strength, and it’s about turtles being smarter than rabbits.
Here’s a synopsis of some of the major realities and truths of The New Testament that are first taught, illustrated, and foreshadowed in The Old Testament book of EXODUS through MODELS and TYPES …

1. ISRAEL			YOU AND ME … our problem and response
2. BONDAGE			OUR STRUGGLE WITH SIN … it’s real
3. EGYPT			THE WORLD … where we are before coming
				into relationship with God through Jesus
4. PHARAOH			OUR ADVERSARY … Satan
5. MOSES			JESUS CHRIST … our Deliverer Redeemer


And here are five of the many TYPES and MODELS of Jesus Christ we’ll see and spend time with throughout our study of the book of EXODUS …

1. THE BURNING BUSH		EXODUS 3; JOHN 1
2. THE PASSOVER LAMB		EXODUS 12; JOHN 1:29; JOHN 19
3. THE MANNA			EXODUS 16; JOHN 6
4. THE ROCK			EXODUS 17; JOHN 7:37-39;
FIRST CORINTHIANS 10:4
5. THE TABERNACLE		EXODUS 36; HEBREWS 8:1-6, 9:2

Paraphrasing what Bible teacher Alan Redpath wrote about The Gospel of John, I see our SECOND FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 2

[bookmark: _GoBack]“God’s Word is so shallow that a child can wade in it, and so deep that an elephant can swim in it.”

The more we study God’s Word, the more it opens up to us, and the more we begin to see that it isn’t just the story of other people – it’s your story and it’s my story.

The introduction to EXODUS that pastor, teacher, and author, Eugene Peterson has written and included in his paraphrase of the Bible, THE MESSAGE is excellent, and I’d like to share it with you in this introductory teaching on EXODUS …

	THE MESSAGE:  AN INTRODUCTION TO EXODUS | By Eugene Peterson

The human race is in trouble.  We’ve been in trouble for a long time.  Enormous energies have been and continue to be expended by many, many men and women to get us out of the trouble we are in — to clean up the world’s mess.

The skill, the perseverance, the intelligence, the devotion of the people who put their shoulders to the wheel to pull us out of the muck — parents and teachers, healers and counselors, rulers and politicians, writers and pastors — are impressive.
At the center and core of this work is God.  The most comprehensive term for what God is doing to get us out of the mess we are in is salvation.  Salvation is God doing for us what we can’t do for ourselves.  Salvation is the biggest word in the vocabulary of the people of God.  The Exodus is a powerful and dramatic and true story of God working salvation.

The story has generated an extraordinary progeny through the centuries as it has reproduced itself in song and poem, drama and novel, politics and social justice, repentance and conversion, worship and holy living.  It continues to capture the imagination of men and women, especially men and women in trouble.

It is significant that God does not present us with salvation in the form of an abstract truth, or a precise definition or a catchy slogan, but as story.  Exodus draws us into a story with plot and characters, which is to say, with design and personal relationships.

Story is an invitation to participate, first through our imagination and then, if we will, by faith — with our total lives in response to God.  This Exodus story continues to be a major means that God uses to draw men and women in trouble out of the mess of history into the kingdom of salvation.

About half the book (chapters 1–19 and 32–34) is a gripping narrative of an obscure and severely brutalized people who are saved from slavery into a life of freedom.  The other half (chapters 20–31 and 35–40) is a meticulous, some think tedious, basic instruction and training in living the saved, free life.  The story of salvation is not complete without both halves.

While we take this journey through EXODUS together, we’ll see THREE DIFFERENT TIME SPANS IN MOSES’ LIFE.  Somebody once said that …

MOSES SPENT THE …

· MOSES SPENT THE FIRST 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE THINKING HE WAS SOMETHING.
· MOSES SPENT THE SECOND 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE FINDING OUT HE WAS NOTHING.  
· MOSES SPENT THE THIRD 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE FINDING OUT WHAT GOD CAN DO WITH NOTHING!

I like that … because there really were three very different time periods in Moses’ life.  And we’ll look at what Moses learned in each of these three time periods … but for this morning, here’s a preview of these three chapters of Moses’ life and some of what he learned …

During the FIRST 40 years of his life – WHEN MOSES THOUGHT HE WAS REALLY SOMETHING, he lived in the lap of luxury as the adopted son of the pharaoh’s daughter.  During this FIRST 40 years of his life – when Moses thought he was really something, he learned about the oppression of the Jewish people by watching them from the other side of the fence.

During the SECOND 40 years of his life WHEN MOSES FOUND OUT HE WAS NOTHING, God took him to the backside of the wilderness and taught him to be a shepherd.

I’m sure Moses viewed this as a demotion – from the palace to the desert!  But during this SECOND 40 years of Moses’ life, and through his work on the backside of the wilderness as a shepherd, herding sheep, God taught Moses patience and about what it means to try to be the leader of a bunch of folks who don’t want to be led … and in the end, Moses gained a bunch of information and skills that he would soon need.

And finally, during the THIRD 40 years of his life – WHEN MOSES FOUND OUT WHAT GOD CAN DO WITH NOTHING, God had him lead the Jews out of Egypt, and then while they wandered around in the wilderness looking for the PROMISED LAND.  And while he was their leader during all these years, Moses was able to put the wisdom he learned working with sheep into practice.  And I see a THIRD FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 3

God is leading and instructing us even when it seems like He isn’t.

As we choose to keep our eyes on God and not get distracted by our circumstances, we learn patience and trust, and we eventually see the big picture of God’s plans and how God is preparing us for them.

God asked Moses during the FIRST 40 YEARS OF HIS LIFE to help Him DELIVER the nation of Israel from slavery in Egypt.  And trying to do this DELIVERY in his own strength, Moses went out and killed an Egyptian who he thought was getting in the way of God’s plans.  But Moses found out quickly that leaning on his own strength wasn’t the DELIVERY method God had in mind.

ZECHARIAH 4:6b (GOOD NEWS TRANSLATION)

6b … You will succeed, not by military might or by your own strength, but by My Spirit.

So Moses jumped the gun and had to pay 40 years for his mistake.  Ever had that happen?  I sure have.  I’ve talked with you before about this truth, but let me remind you of it again.  There are two very distinct time periods in the life of anyone who’s come into a relationship with Jesus Christ … FIRST, being called, and SECOND, being set apart.  Here’s how the Apostle Paul talks about this reality in ROMANS 1:1 …




ROMANS 1:1 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

1 Paul, a bondservant of Christ Jesus, CALLED as an apostle, and SET APART for the gospel of God, [emphasis added]

Calling always comes FIRST, and then being set apart comes SECOND.  Just because you’re called, doesn’t mean you’ve also been set apart.  Many times God gives someone a call to ministry, and they run into it full steam ahead – but they haven’t yet been set apart to begin living out that ministry.  Moses was called at around 40 years of age to be the deliver of Israel … but he wasn’t set apart to actually carry out that ministry until he was around 80 years old.

And what kind of lessons was Moses learning out in the wilderness?  Oh, just simple things like humility, servanthood, leadership, faithfulness, and maturity.  God put Moses out in the wilderness with sheep and he learned that you don’t deliver sheep with your fists … that you don’t beat up sheep in order to get them to follow you.  And yet I’m sure there were plenty of times during those 40 years when Moses felt like beating up his sheep.

But Moses learned for 40 years how to handle sheep and then God sent him back into the land of Egypt and this time he led 2 million people out into the same place where he’d tended sheep for 40 years.  Because you see, Moses had learned that if you can shepherd real sheep, you can shepherd people too – because people are a lot like sheep … they complain about everything.  “Baaa, give me this”, and “Baaa, give me that”, and “Baaaa, I don’t like that.”

Most of the time we don’t have to wait for 40 years for our calling to turn into our being set apart to live out that calling … but hear me here … there’s always a time of calling, and then there’s a time of preparation, and in during this time of preparation, in between our calling and our being set apart, we learn the spiritual gift of faithfulness, which culminates in our being set apart.  It’s not our calling that eventually opens the door to this ministry or to that ministry in our lives, it’s whether or not we’re learning the lessons of faithfulness God sets before us.

As we wrap up our study this morning, here are a few of the people we’ll meet in our study of EXODUS … and through whom God will teach us some things …

	ONE OF EGYPT’S PHARAOHS (EXODUS 1:8)

The Egyptians believed that Pharaoh was a god with a divine mandate to rule the land and the people of the land.  There had to have been people who saw that he wasn’t a god, but those people kept their mouths closed.

Powerful people, just like people with less power, like you and me, still have to make daily choices to obey God or disobey God.  Anybody who really wants to follow God, whether they’re powerful or not, allow the people closest to them to tell them the truth about themselves.

TWO WOMEN, NAMED SHIPHRAH AND PUAH, WHOSE COMMITMENT TO GOD LED TO AN ACT OF CIVIL DISOBEDIENCE (EXODUS 1:15-21)

Israel’s deliverance from slavery and oppression began with two brave midwives who refused to do what their Pharaoh commanded.

Following God almost always involves sacrifice and surrender, and can even involve saying “no” to those in authority over us, and if there’s a cost to that level of our faith, so be it.  Maturing followers of Jesus Christ aren’t situational followers.

MOSES’ MOTHER (EXODUS 2:10; 6:20)

A woman named Jochebed, who was determined to save her newborn son Moses, from infanticide.  Her determination led to a clever plan to hide him in the reeds along the Nile River.

ILLUSTRATION … This past week Teresa told me a joke … “Who was the best financial planner in the Bible?”  Pharaoh’s daughter.  She went down to the Bank of the Nile, and pulled out a little profit (prophet).”  Thanks honey, for helping me out with this teaching!

But seriously, when we’re led by God, a sense of discernment, creativity, courage, and passion will come into us and flow out of us that we could never muster up on our own.  God’s plans for deliverance of a person or a nation, almost always involves you and I taking risks.

MOSES (EXODUS 2:10)

Living for forty years as Pharaoh’s adopted son helped prepare Moses to be the leader of God’s people.

The chapters of our lives are connected … and God stair-steps us toward maturity as His followers as we’re learning the lessons of faithfulness He’s bringing to us.  And when we’re willing to remain teachable, God can turn ANY EVENT IN OUR LIVES, no matter how painful or great, into something He can use to bring us (and often others) toward maturity and stability in Him.

A WISE FATHER-IN-LAW (EXODUS 18:1)

Recognizing that his son-in-law Moses was going to burn out quickly by his many responsibilities, Jethro showed Moses a way to accomplish more by empowering other people.

This is a wise leadership principle we’re learning to implement more fully here at 2nd Street.  As 2nd Street has grown and matured through the years, we’ve figured out that for us to live out the MISSION we’ve been called to, as 2nd Street’s lead pastor-teacher, I need to be released to pray and study and teach God’s Word and shepherd the staff … and others need to come alongside me and the staff as volunteer ministry leaders, or else a few people will all burn out trying carry the weight of living out our MISSION.  Gang, we’re either in this together, or we’re not.  And I see a FOURTH FAITH LESSON here …

FAITH LESSON 4

There are two kinds of churches.  FIRST, the kind where the seats are filled up with people watching a few people out on the playing field.  And SECOND, the kind where the seats are emptying out and everyone is heading down onto the field, grabbing onto the MISSION they’ve been called to, and living it out with God and one another.

Oh friends, it’s my prayer, that 2nd Street be this second kind of church.  I want us to be the kind of church where if you’re willing to stay in the seats and just be an observer, you’ll feel convicted and want to change.  Do you hear me?  There are too many churches whose seats are filled to overflowing … where that’s the STATUS QUO, which is Latin for THE MESS WE’RE IN.

TWO MASTER CRAFTSMEN (EXODUS 31:2-6)

The skills of these two men, Bezalel, and Oholiab, were used to design and construct a mobile worship center that served as the center of Israel’s religious life for hundreds of years.

Israel, like 2nd Street, was a group of worshipers without a permanent home.  And like them, I believe God will provide us with a tabernacle, a place where we can worship and live out our Mission when we’re gathered, but which will also allow us to stay nimble and free from great debt, so we can do the things God is calling us to do.

“God helps those who help themselves” is a common saying tossed around.  But this proverb is contradicted throughout God’s Word … and perhaps it’s opposed no more clearly than in the life of Moses.  Over the next year and through our study of the life of Moses and the children of Israel, we’re going to discover that GOD HELPS THOSE WHO TRUST IN HIM … and that God often places individuals in positions where they must depend on Him alone in order to survive and move forward.

Oh, what good things we’re going to delve into and learn about God, about ourselves, and about others, as we study through EXODUS this year.  It’s an exciting journey that I’m really looking forward to taking with you.

NEXT SUNDAY IS EASTER … INVITE YOUR FRIENDS WHO AREN’T YET IN A RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS CHRIST, OR WHO DON’T HAVE A CHURCH HOME TO WORSHIP WITH YOU.  COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING.

THURSDAY MORNING, FROM 6:00 – 7:00 A.M., JOIN WITH OTHER 2ND STREETERS AND PASTOR GREGG AT THE CHURCH OFFICE FOR A TIME OF READING GOD’S WORD, TEACHING, CONVERSATION, AND PRAYER.
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It

’

s great to worship 

with you again this 

morning 

–

 

fellowshipping with one another, 

and seeking God

’

s heart and God

’

s message for us for how God wants to bring the 

Gospel alive in us and then live 

out the Gospel through you and me 

in the world

.

  

Reed, Mark, and Tim, thank you for leading us in wo

rship through song.

 

 

This morning we

’

re beginning a 

study of the second book of

 

The Old Testament

 

–

 

and 

it’s called 

EXODUS

.

  

Today 

I’ll share with you 

an introduction to 

EXODUS

.  N

ext 

Sunday we

’

ll 

focus on 

Easter 

–

 

and the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  A

nd then 

on 15 

April 

we

’

ll begin 

a

 

verse

-

by

-

verse study of 

EXODUS

, 

going through

 

EXODUS

 

1:1

-

2:15

.

 

 

I

f you want to know what the focus and the teaching will be on 

for 

any given Sunday 

during this year

, the 

2012 SUNDAY TEACHING 

SCHEDULE

 

can be downloaded from 

the 

BIBLE TEACHING

 

section of the 2nd Street website at 

www.2ndstreet.org

 

… and 

then you can read the passage we’ll be studying together ahead of time and come 

to 

worship with a greater sense of

 

expectancy

.

 

 

The

 

English 

translation

 

of 

the

 

Hebrew name of the 

second book of the Bible is 

Exodus

, which 

literally 

means 

a going out

 

… and that

’

s a good name for the book, 

because the first half of 

EXODUS

 

deals

 

with the nation of

 

Israel

 

literally 

g

oing 

out

 

of 

the

 

land

 

of

 

Egypt

.

 

 

We 

don

’

t have exact dates

 

for when the events 

in

 

EXODUS

 

took

 

place, but based on 

what we know from other portions of 

The Old Testament

, 

and 

from other 

things 

happening in world history that are described in 

EXODUS

, 

the timeframe 

when Israel 

was 

going out of the land of Egypt

 

from slavery

 

into freedom, wa

s 

about 

1

,

446 B.C. 

… and 

we know that between the end of 

GENESIS 50

 

and the beginning of 

EXODUS 1

 

there’s a time gap of about 

40 years when 

some pretty amazing things happen

ed … 

th

ings we’ll look at more closely in two weeks.

 

 

EXODUS

 

is a book about 

DELIVERANCE

 

and 

REDEMPTION

, and as we study our way 

through it

s forty chapters

, we

’

ll s

ee a people who 

were once slaves get set 

free.  And 

in 

THEIR STORY

 

we

’

ll see 

OUR STORY

 

of 

our lives

 

before hearing about Jesus Christ

,

 

bef

ore responding to Jesus Christ 

and 

coming into relationship with 

Jesus Christ

.  

We

’

ll see our story of being in bondage, not 

in 

slavery in Egypt

, but in slavery to sin.  

And as we read and study this amazing story, we

’

ll see the birth of a nation, and what 

it ta

kes for us t

o go through 

SPIRITUAL BIRTH

, 

DELIVERANCE

,

 

and 

REDEMPTION

 

… 

and to invite others to join us in this journey.

 

 

But before we can go forward, sometimes 

we need to look back a bit 

for 

some 

perspective.  

GENESIS

, 

the 

first book in 

The Old 

Testament

, 

is the

 

book

 

that

 

documents

 

the creation of 

the heavens and the earth, and the

n the

 

creation of the 

first 

people who 

would populate the earth.  But if you remember the 

story arc 

of the 

